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Challenged to choose between Nastasia and Aglaya, he
turns to the former. "He saw before him only the mad
woman, the desperate one, who had made upon him a lasting,
heart-rending impression."
Nastasia Philipovna for her part hesitates between the
sick prince, who is chaste and good to the point of stupidity,
and the cruel and sensual Rogozhin. She awakens pity in
Myshkin and violent desire in Rogozhin. Her body and her
heart play separate roles in the fate of the two men who are
chained to her: one will be destroyed because of her body,
the other because of her heart. Yet when she lies dead, the
two reconciled lovers discover that they have advanced to-
gether toward the same deliverance.
Thus in the eyes of Dostoevsky a love dedicated to an
earthly creature takes nothing away from God. Earthly love,
because it is imperfect, ephemeral, painful, and ridiculous,
stirs the soul and prepares it for the only love that will not
fail it.
One notes, however, that altruistic love is the only help
Dostoevsky's characters can demand of each other. Myshkia,
the saint, cannot act, he can only love. When he tries to act,
he makes mistakes; he not only does not succeed in helping
anyone, but he compromises the happiest situations. The
coming of this absolutely good man results in murder and
three or four family tragedies. And he himself goes insane.
He is unable to survive in an alien climate, to adapt himself
to the human condition, to become a man. However, his
ruin saves those around him. His presence has enriched cer-
tain lives and brought people to the awareness of fundamental
problems.
"And I say to you verily, if the grain of wheat planted